[Effects of addition of palmitostearin or soybean oil on the protozoa in the rumen of dairy cows and sheep].
Addition of unprotected palmitostearin (P; 10.6% DM intake) or soybean oil (SO; 8.7% DMI) to a hay/diet concentrate (50/50) led to no significant differences in the total number of protozoa in rumen liquid of dairy cows and sheep, and in the distribution and postprandial variations of protozoan species. Chemical analysis of purified protozoa revealed no significant effects of lipid supplementation on their total N, RNA and lipid contents. However, there was a specific incorporation (P less than 0.05) of C16:0 and C18:2 acids in the free fatty acid fraction with the P and SO diets respectively.